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St George’s Safeguarding Team

Our Safeguarding Team is available to any student, parent or school staff member to discuss and report
any safeguarding concerns.

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Jill Farndale
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Tom Abbott
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Hayley Shears

Apple Guided Access

iPhones and iPads don’t offer separate user accounts. So, when you hand your Apple device to your child to play a
game or watch a video, you're also handing them access to your email, the web, messaging and other apps through
which they could accidentally do something regrettable.

Apple Guided Access solves this problem by letting you restrict the iPhone or iPad to one particular app whenever
your child uses the device. If they try and leave that app, they will be asked for a password or Face ID, meaning they
can’t access anything they shouldn’t. Use the steps below to set up the Guided Access feature, so you can confidently
let your child borrow your iPhone or iPad.
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Spotlight on: Leaving a child home alone
Being a parent is a demanding, 24 hour a day job. Parents are under so many pressures, it is not surprising
that some find it hard to cope. Most parents have to spend some time away from their children, whether
it is to go to work or out for the evening. It can be hard to find someone suitable to look after a child, and
it can also be expensive.

But children rely on adults to protect them and parents are responsible for making sure that their children
are happy and well looked after in their absence.

There is no set age at which it is OK to leave children at home alone. It depends on whether the child is
mature enough to cope in an emergency and feels happy about being left. Children mature at different

ages and every child is an individual. m _
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Here are some questions for parents to consider:

¢ What does the law say about leaving a child at home alone?

¢ How can | tell if my child is mature enough to stay home alone?
¢ |s it safe to leave my child alone?

¢ How does my child feel about being alone?

¢ What are the dangers and risks?

¢ Can my older child look after their younger sibling?

¢ How can | make an informed decision?

WHAT DOES THE LAW SAY?
The law does not state at what age children can be left alone. But it is against the law to
leave children in circumstances that are likely to put them in any kind of danger.

Parents can be prosecuted if they leave children in circumstances that could cause them
harm. Leaving young children alone is never a good idea.

The law does not state an age when young people can babysit. If you employ a babysitter
younger than 18 years old, they are still a child. If anything goes wrong, you will be
responsible for the babysitter as well as your own children.

For more information on this follow this link: https://www.gov.uk/law-on-leaving-your-
child-home-alone
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NSPCC

The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) says:

e Babies and toddlers should never be left home alone.

e Children under 12 years old shouldn't be left home alone for long.

e Children under 16 years old shouldn't be left alone overnight.

e Over 16 year olds shouldn't be left alone frequently for long periods of time or for
multiple nights.

e Children should never be left in a home that could put them at risk — like with no
electricity or heat, or with dangerous objects.

The NSPCC have produced a guide which provides sound advice and useful tips to help
parents decide in which situations they may leave their children home alone and what
they need to do to ensure their safety and wellbeing. It explains the risks of leaving
babies and younger children unattended and provides helpful advice on what qualities
and experience to look for when choosing a babysitter or appropriate childcare.

Follow this link to read the guidance: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1110/home-
alone-guide-keepingchild-safe.pdf

g?en:gtfrthoi::cl':sdetails up to date? Do we have more WHAT IS NEGLECT”

than one emergency contact? If a parent or carer fails to meet a

If you change your home phone, address, email, or mobile Ch“d,s baSiC needs! SUCh as fOOd and
number, please let the school know, so that we have the warm ClOthiﬂg, or Constanﬂy leaves a
most up-to-date contact details. child alone, this is known as neglect.
Safeguarding concerns can present themselves w.hen we NBg'EGt is as serious as other forms of
a_rerunable to get hold of a parent or carer, especially child abuse because the effects on

children can be just as damaging and
Parenthood.. long-lasting.

[he most rewardingjobin | Neglected children may appear
e world .
withdrawn, unhappy or unusually

And also the toughest . :
aggressive and their school work or

Need some advice about your

child’s behaviour? friendships may suffer.

Contact YoungMinds

R Pl To find out more about Neglect, follow
www.youngminds.org.uk/parents thls Ilnk :

https:/lwww.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-
M ! N Ds child-abuseltypes-of-

abuse/neglect/



https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1110/home-alone-guide-keepingchild-safe.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1110/home-alone-guide-keepingchild-safe.pdf

At National Onfine Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel itis needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonfinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adutts.
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Meet Our Expert

Dr Cloire Suthetiand is an anline safety consultan, educator and researcher
wheo has devwioped dand implemented anti-bullying and cyber safety
poliches for schodls, She hos wiitten various academic popers and carried
out resscrch for the Australian govemment comparing Kitermet use and
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 07.12.2022




